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Title:

Investigating the Relationship between Ethical Sensitivity and Caring Behaviors
among Nursing Students in Pediatric Wards of Lorestan University of Medical
Sciences in 2025

Abstract
Background and Objective: In nursing care, particularly in pediatric wards, adherence to

131

ethical principles is of critical importance. Moral sensitivity, as a key component of caring
behaviors, plays a significant role in clinical decision-making and the quality of nursing care.
Given the importance of clinical training and internship programs as fundamental contexts for
practical education, this study aimed to examine the relationship between moral sensitivity

and caring behaviors among nursing students in pediatric wards at Lorestan University of

Medical Sciences.

Methods: This descriptive cross-sectional correlational study was conducted during the
second semester of the 2024-2025 academic year among 305 nursing students in the 4th,
5th, and 8th semesters from 5 nursing schools affiliated with Lorestan University of Medical
Sciences. Data were collected using the standardized Moral Sensitivity Questionnaire (MSQ)
and the Caring Behavior Inventory (25-item CDI), which were distributed electronically. Data
analysis was performed using SPSS software version 16, applying descriptive statistics,

Pearson’s correlation coefficient, and multivariate regression analysis.

Results: The mean moral sensitivity score was 80.98 + 11.78, and the mean caring behavior
score was 92.21 + 17.81. A positive and statistically significant correlation was observed
between moral sensitivity and caring behavior (r = 0.594, p < 0.001). Additionally, age was
identified as a significant predictor of caring behavior (B = 0.240, p = 0.001). In contrast,
variables such as marital status, having a second job, and interest in the nursing profession

did not show a statistically significant association with caring behavior.

Conclusion: The findings indicate the important role of ethical sensitivity in enhancing
caring behaviors among nursing students. Integrating ethics-oriented education into clinical
training and internship programs may facilitate the delivery of ethical, humane, and

high-quality nursing care, particularly in sensitive clinical settings such as pediatric wards.

Keywords: Ethical Sensitivity, Caring Behaviors, Nursing Students, Nursing Education,

Pediatric Nursing, Pediatric wards.
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